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Good evening Falcon Families!! 
 
Our first full week of remote teaching and learning is complete and I don’t think it could have been more challenging. 
Besides being the first week of the new school year, students and staff were dealing with the emotions of not being on 
campus with each other and teaching and learning in a way that is still new to many of our students and staff.  On top of 
that, many of our students, families, and staff are grappling with a variety of personal struggles, power outages, a heat 
wave, and fires that either forced or threatened evacuations.  Through it all, many of our teachers, staff, and students are 
persevering, using school as a way to focus on something “normal.”  (And, let’s not forget that there’s still a pandemic 
threatening the health and well-being of our friends, family, and neighbors.) 
 
Despite the outrageous challenges and adversities, our students navigated CANVAS and the various Zoom and Google 
Meet links, found their classes Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, and attended Advisory on Wednesday to learn 
about what we will be doing during Advisory this year: focusing on how “Unity Makes Community.”  Through this year’s 
Wednesday Advisory lessons, we expect our students to further develop their sense of inclusion, equity, and respect for 
themselves and their peers.  Our focus on anti-racism, a culture of consent, and anti-bullying will take us even closer to 
the school and community environment we want for everyone.  If there’s a community that can accomplish it, it is ours. 
 
For our students who did not check in to classes or connect with teachers, we will begin to reach out to make sure that all 
is going well.  We need all of our students to succeed in this unorthodox, crazy, mixed up environment and we will make 
every effort to ensure no one is left behind. If connectivity is an issue at home, please let me know and we will figure out a 
solution.  Access to classes will not be a reason for not succeeding. 
 
Next week, we start our second full week of school with hopefully, our students and staff able to return to their homes.  In 
addition, on Wednesday night, from 6:00pm to 8:10pm, we will welcome everyone to our Virtual Back to School Night.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Greg Louie, Principal 



 

FalconFest 2020 Donation Update 
Thank you very much for financially supporting all of our various programs and organizations.  With your support, we can 
continue to provide our students with some of the best experiences and opportunities, despite the school closure and 
distance learning circumstances.  Here is an update of what was collected for each of our booster groups and 
organizations.  If you would like to contribute, please visit the respective group websites listed in the table below for more 
information and please ensure to ask your employer about matching contributions. 

Booster Group/ 
Organization 

Amount 
Collected 

2020-21 
Goal Plans for the 2020-21 year 

Drama Boosters $3,023 $3,500 
Funds will ensure that the drama program will have the resources to 
continue to provide an enriching opportunity and breadth of life skills 
especially in times of remote learning. www.saratogatheatrearts.org 

Foundation $111,307 $220,000 

Funds are used for computers and academic materials in 
classrooms, teacher grants for enhancing the educational 
experience, trained therapists from CASSY in the Wellness Center, 
and social/emotional learning programs.  Find out more at 
www.shsf.org. 

MAP Boosters $15,100 $30,000 

Funds are used for hardware, software, camera, lighting and 
camcorder upgrades.  Voice over equipment, microphones, tripods, 
just to name some of the vital equipment.  In addition, due to budget 
cuts, the boosters will also help provide financial support for teacher 
coordination time. For questions email us at 
shsmapboard@gmail.com.  To make an online donation through 
PayPal please use shsmapsmashn@gmail.com Thank you for your 
continued support of this award winning program! 

MSET (FTC/FRC 
Robotics) Boosters $13,750 $48,600 

Funds to help procure material, control kits, field elements and 
software licenses; register and participate in competitions; and pay 
nominal stipend to staff advisors and coaches for their invaluable 
time. Find out more and donate at www.saratogamset.org.  

PTSO $42,425 $60,850 

Funds are used to support the staff’s grants, ASB activities, Wellness 
center programs, Parents Education Programs, Journalism 
Expenses, Library Materials, Teacher’s Appreciation Gifts, 
Luncheons and more. Please use the company’s matching program 
to double your donation! Find out more at www.saratogahighptso.org  

Saratoga Music 
Boosters $10,900 $50,000 

SMB supports the music programs at both SHS and SUSD to provide 
the enrichment of classes and this year ensure that remote learning 
is enhanced by providing clinicians and specialists in virtual concerts. 
www.saratogamusicboosters.org 

SHS Community 
Appeal $11,201 $75,000 

Donations help pay for the KMVT partnership with SHSTV and to 
help pay for a Wellness Coordinator to support our students during 
virtual and on-campus school.  See “Community Appeal 
Acknowledgement” below for more information. 

Speech and Debate $3,200  

Donations pay for the coaching staff, the tournament fees for CFL 
league tournaments, and other team resources. Without meeting this 
financial goal/student, the club will be forced to downsize its offerings 
and opportunities. 

https://www.saratogatheatrearts.org/
http://www.shsf.org/
mailto:shsmapboard@gmail.com
mailto:shsmapsmashn@gmail.com
http://www.saratogahighptso.org/
https://www.saratogamusicboosters.org/


Sports Boosters $9,750 $18,000 
Membership funds pay for concussion testing, strength and 
conditioning, help with trainer fees, and improve our athletic facilities. 
www.falconsportsboosters.com 

 

Community Appeal Acknowledgement 
Thank you to all of the families who responded to our Community Appeal to raise funds to cover the costs of 
our MOU with KMVT to support our excellent SHSTV program and to support our Wellness program with a 
Wellness Center Coordinator.  As stated above, so far, we collected $11,201 for both programs with a large 
majority dedicated to our Wellness Center Coordinator position.  Our goal is $75,000, so we still have a ways 
to go to reach our goal, but $11K is a great start!  If you would like to contribute to our Community Appeal and 
help us close the gap, here is a copy of the 2020-21 Appeal Letter for Funding.  Please feel free to drop by my 
office Monday through Friday between 8am and 5pm or mail your slip and donation to the school. 
 
As promised, we would like to acknowledge our donors on plaques in the SHSTV studio and the Wellness 
Center and in the Friday Letter. 

SHSTV Donors 
Falcon Friend ($1-$499) 

Radha Chandika 
Manish Chawla 

The Feigin Family 
Anuradha Srikantan 

  

Falcon Nester ($500+) 
Igor Grebert 

The Linney Family 
  

Falcon Partner ($1000+) 
Maggie Tasi 

Shemetta and Tom Cobourn 

Wellness Center Donors 
Falcon Friend ($1-$499) 

Radha Chandika 
Manish Chawla 

Anuradha Srikantan 
Won K Young Rha and Byran 

Wilson 
Anu Minocha 

Amy Hawthorne 
Arman Zhumabayev 

Alec Gulesserian 
Fazel Noor 

Ann Borgia-Camp 
Weilin Yih 

Beth Kingsley 
  

Falcon Nester ($500+) 
Lowell and Barbara Boone 

The Bettinger Family 
The Murthy Family 
Gretchen Ludwig 

 
 
  

Falcon Partner ($1000+) 
Maggie Tsai 

Shemetta and Tom Cobourn 
Saritha Sundaresa 

West Valley Community Services Needs Your Help and Can Help 
West Valley Community Services is exploring ways they can connect more 
families from Saratoga High School to their services.  WVCS is continuing to 
offer financial assistance for rent and utilities, and weekly food to families. 
Here is a video from KTVU Fox from July 30 specifically about WVCS. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15BC3V_ncekioq_hFdRxbqyiFgpm0LNb9/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/qIHXLlnkiLM


Wellness Resources 
There is a 20 minute break in between classes during the school day, so it is a good idea to get up and move a 
bit.  Check here to see if it’s healthy to go outside for a quick jaunt around the block, here under the Self-Care 
tab for guided chair yoga, or here for Qigong for Healthy Lungs. 
 
Virtual Screening of Nevertheless Hosted by IndieFlix Foundation, Aug 27 

IndieFlix is offering a screening of the full-length documentary, “Nevertheless” on 
Thursday, August 27 at 5pm.  Nevertheless is a film-based education program taking a 
look behind the headlines of #MeToo and Time’s Up, It follows the intimate stories of 
seven individuals who experienced sexual harassment in the workplace or school 
context. The film includes interviews with a writer's assistant on a top TV show to a 
Tech CEO and 911 dispatcher.  The film shines a light on the ways in which we can 
shift our culture and rebuild.  They will be showing the film, which will promptly be 
followed by a panel discussion and include access to further resources and materials. 
Learn more at www.neverthelessfilm.com.  Click the link to register to watch the 
screening.  Click this link to watch the trailer. 

 
Parent Version for Advisory Wednesdays: August 26, 2020 
Advisory started last week, and this week students will be participating in a lesson about supporting their 
peers. Here is a quick (15 minutes) demonstration video for parents. 
 

 
 
Senior Class Fundraiser:  SHS Facemasks 
Falcon face masks are up on the school webstore! 
Seniors, show some school spirit and support this 
fundraiser here is the webstore link: 
https://shs.myschoolcentral.com/ 
 
Freshman Class Office Elections 
All Freshman will be receiving an email tonight in their school gmail with instructions on how to vote for class 
officers on our voting app, 5-Star Students.  Voting will open tomorrow at 8am and end on Sunday at 11:59pm.  
 
“After Hours” Hangout for Students (bring your pets!) 

The Leadership students are hosting a virtual hangout, open to any students who are 
interested in visiting, chatting, and talking to other students.  There is no agenda, no goofy 
videos, no surveys in this group.  It will be a place for students to drop in and interact with 
other students to share experiences, laugh, and just enjoy each other’s company.   “After 
Hours” begins at 4pm on  Tuesday and Thursday on Zoom. 
 

Class T-shirts (deadline is Sept 4) 
Although we will begin the year in virtual learning, buy your class t-shirt to wear in our virtual class activities to 
win gift cards and prizes!  Each class office designed their t-shirt and use the t-shirt sales as one of the largest 
fundraisers for the class.  Please support your class by buying a t-shirt at the webstore.  
 

https://www.airnow.gov/
https://www.saratogahigh.org/student_life/wellness_center/resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_liA5h0tyw
http://www.neverthelessfilm.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_x0gDaa1eR8ioKmxApqARqg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_x0gDaa1eR8ioKmxApqARqg
https://vimeo.com/355029333
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Zv-gesjis7H_EnAVjaRIst-X53lxAQ0RuT7iegL-TRk/edit?usp=sharing
https://shs.myschoolcentral.com/
https://lgsuhsd.zoom.us/j/94088638025
https://shs.myschoolcentral.com/asbworks/(S(52ybsxrm1jrz5z5xdxixagxd))/apps/webstore/pages/WebStore.aspx


 

Virtual Back to School Night, August 26, 6pm 
On Wednesday, August 26, we welcome families “Back to School” 
(Virtually).  This is an opportunity to have a few minutes to meet 
your student’s teachers, learn about the course, and glean 
information about how the class will be taught in a virtual 
environment.  
 
From 6:00pm-6:25pm, we will feature our virtual welcome, a quick 
orientation of how to visit the classrooms, and a few words of 
appreciation from our ASB Officers and Booster Presidents.  Each 
class visit will be 10 minutes and teachers will introduce 
themselves, describe their course, how students will be assessed, 
and when and how they will be available for office hours.  With five 
minute passing periods in between, teachers will close one room, 
open another room, and welcome in the next group of parents.  By 
8:11pm, all families and staff will be home!  For more specific 

information about Back to School Night, please look for the email on Monday, explaining how to use the Virtual 
Back to School Night 2020 Master Schedule document and how to best prepare for our 2020 BTSN. 
 
Speech and Debate Club Update 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome you and your students into the SHS Speech and Debate family. SHS 
has a great Speech and Debate program, which has the potential to help your students in every aspect of their 
education. 

● Student Club Registration and Donation:  All new and returning parents are required to officially 
register their students in the program. Please visit the website at https://saratogahighsd.club/ and click 
the “Links” tab to register by September 1st, 2020. We ask for a voluntary donation of $800 for each 
student. This fee covers the coaching staff, the tournament fees for CFL league tournaments, and other 
team resources. Without meeting this financial goal/student, the club will be forced to downsize its 
offerings and opportunities. You can contribute via check payable to “Saratoga Speech and Debate 
Supporters” or by PayPal https://www.paypal.com/paypalme2/saratogahighsdclub 

● Communications:  Please visit the Speech and Debate website at https://saratogahighsd.club/ to stay 
up to date on the club. The website contains links to the social media pages for the program as well as 
registration information. All announcement emails by boosters and coaches will come through the SD 
parent google group. Your student should also join the SD student google group to receive timely 
information from the head coach and their captains. If you have any questions please email us at 
saratogahigh.sd@gmail.com. 

● Parent Meeting:  We will have our first parent meeting in zoom on Saturday, Aug 29th, 2020 from 
9am-10am 

 
SAVE THE DATE: Virtual Guidance Grade Level Parent Nights in September 
Our Guidance team and Administrators will be hosting virtual Guidance Grade Level Parent Nights in 
September.  Please mark your calendars.  More specific information will be shared next week. 

● Virtual Guidance Senior Parent Night, Tuesday, September 1, 7pm-8:30pm 
● Virtual Guidance Junior Parent Night, Thursday, September 3, 7pm-8:30pm 
● Virtual Guidance Sophomore Parent Night, Tuesday, September 8, 7pm-8:30pm 
● Virtual Guidance Freshmen Parent Night, Thursday, September 10, 7pm-8:30pm 

 
AP Exams: Payment Open in September 
SHS will start accepting payments for AP exams in September.  For May 2021 testing, each exam will cost 

https://saratogahighsd.club/
https://saratogahighsd.club/
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme2/saratogahighsdclub
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme2/saratogahighsdclub
https://saratogahighsd.club/
https://saratogahighsd.club/
https://groups.google.com/group/shssdparents
https://groups.google.com/group/shssdparents
https://groups.google.com/group/shssdparents
https://groups.google.com/group/shssd-students
https://groups.google.com/group/shssd-students


$120 due to an increase from the College Board.  Like last year, students will need to pay on Total Registration 
and enroll on their College Board account for SHS to purchase an exam.  Additional details will be included in 
future Friday Letters. 
 
Saratoga Global Health Club COVID-19 Q&A Medical Panel Recording 
A couple of weeks ago, the Saratoga Global Health Club hosted a COVID-19 Medical Panel with Dr. Gopi, a 
radiologist at El Camino Hospital; Dr. Menon, a pediatrician at Kaiser; Dr. Verma; a molecular-microbiologist at 
Stanford; and Dr. Walker, an epidemiologist at Stanford, tailored to promote the healthy standards of socially 
distancing and keeping safe in a world-wide global pandemic.  Here is a link to their GHC x BAYI Medical 
Professional Panel video. 
 
Senior Portraits Deadline 
Due to COVID, the deadline for senior portraits has been extended to December 18th.  To make 
your appointment, please contact Now and Forever. 
 
Remote Learning Technology Needs 
Families with additional technology needs are encouraged to email techsupport@lgsuhsd.org or call an 
Administrator.  All of our SHS students should be able to connect to live instruction, participate with their peers 
and use their webcam. 
 
School Supplies/Textbook Pickup 

School supplies and textbooks can be picked up or dropped off at the Textbook Room (next to 
the library) from 12pm-3pm, Monday through Friday.  If you have any textbook or school 
supply questions, feel free to contact Mr. Torrens at mtorrens@lgsuhsd.org. 
 
If you have been out of the Santa Cruz or Santa Clara Counties the past two weeks or in 
quarantine, please do not come onto campus.  Instead, please contact Mr. Torrens at 

mtorrens@lgsuhsd.org.  We will make arrangements with you to either park and we deliver the books to your 
car or we make other arrangements, as needed. 
 
School Closure Guidance Counselor FAQ 
Guidance counselors regularly update an FAQ during this school closure period.  Check it out! 
 
Remote Learning Student and Parent Guide 
Please review our Remote Learning Student and Parent Guide for Fall 2020. This guide has timely information 
and resources as we start the school year.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtDYj0gpVh0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtDYj0gpVh0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.nowandforeverstudio.com/covid-19-response
mailto:techsupport@lgsuhsd.org
mailto:mtorrens@lgsuhsd.org
mailto:mtorrens@lgsuhsd.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hcGlQISpg_Tg1ar8HDf-9ZxT7HYqL7GN1_4HHTHw4yc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-jDdCf7FlDWN6tdVh-gbBbfYAPke9VQrVJOpbywPe3c/edit?usp=sharing

